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Our Purpose & Responsibility
• The safety and protection of life
• To protect the underground 

infrastructure and the continuation of 
public services

Communication
• How we communicate has 

drastically changed in the last 50 
years
– Phone
– Teletype Printer
– Fax Machines
– Internet - Email

• Key to damage prevention 

Please help 
promote 811
•Website
•Signage on 
County 
Vehicles

One-Call Legislation  
Three days notice prior to excavation
Two Ways To Contact UNCC

811 - Toll Free 1-800-922-1987 (M-F/7-5)
Web Ticket Entry

Mandatory Participation
Valid for 30 days (visible)
Utilities will be marked in the standard 

color code



APWA
Standard 
Marking 

Color 
Code

Locate Documentation
Excavator to maintain documentation at the excavation 

site regarding locate
Documentation includes but is not limited to:

UNCC Ticket Number
Photographs
Video 
Sketches

Positive Response
Web Ticket Management System (WebTMS)

Software Application free to all Tier 1 Members

Reasonable Care
• Requires excavators use reasonable care in 

tolerance zone:
– Pot Holing
– Visual verification of the facility
– Use of non-mechanized excavation tools
– Future non-destructive practices

• Facility owners use reasonable care:
– Marking accurately
– Marking within the legal time limits
– Marking completely

Tolerance Zone

(18 inches) (18 inches)

Penalties & Fines
• Penalty for not calling/belonging $200
• If a facility is damaged as a result, penalties are 

as follows:
– $5,000 for the first offense
– Up to $25,000 for each subsequent event in 

a 12-month period
– Up to $75,000 for more than three in a 12-

month period
• Reasonable Attorney Fees

"ROUTINE MAINTENANCE" MEANS A REGULAR ACTIVITY THAT 
HAPPENS AT LEAST ONCE PER YEAR ON AN EXISTING PLANTED LANDSCAPE IF 
EARTH IS NOT DISTURBED AT A DEPTH OF MORE THAN TWELVE INCHES BY 
NONMECHANICAL MEANS OR FOUR INCHES BY MECHANICAL MEANS AND IF 
THE ACTIVITIES ARE NOT INTENDED TO PERMANENTLY LESSEN THE GROUND 
COVER OR LOWER THE EXISTING GROUND CONTOURS. MECHANICAL 
EQUIPMENT USED FOR ROUTINE MAINTENANCE TASKS SHALL BE DEFINED AS 
AERATORS, HAND-HELD ROTOTILLERS, SOIL INJECTION NEEDLES, LAWN 
EDGERS, OVERSEEDERS, AND HAND TOOLS. 

Colorado One Call Legislation Changes
C.R.S. 9-1.5-101-107
Effective August 4, 2009



Colorado One Call Legislation Changes

(3) Excavation means any operation in which earth is moved or 
removed by means of any tools, equipment, or explosives and 
includes augering, backfilling, boring, ditching, drilling, grading, 
plowing-in, pulling-in, ripping, scraping, trenching, and tunneling. 
"EXCAVATION” SHALL NOT INCLUDE ROUTINE 
MAINTENANCE ON EXISTING PLANTED
LANDSCAPES.

Damage Information Reporting 
Tool (DIRT)

• Facility owners required to report all 
damages to UNCC

• Statistical data made available to all 
stakeholders to help with damage 
prevention efforts

• First of its kind in the U.S.
• Report on website: www.uncc.org

Damage Information Reporting 
Tool (DIRT)

• Measure the effectiveness of underground 
damage prevention effort 
– Lives lost
– Injury
– Costs

• Gives insight and allows industry to 
benchmark efforts

QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

Best of Class

• One injury
• Zero lives lost
• 2007

• 6,358 
• 2008

•4,900
• 22.9% reduction in damages
• 2.7 Damages per 1000 requests

Colorado Damage Reporting

• 35% of the time no locate was requested and 
damage occurred

• 25.2% damages were  due to insufficient locate/marking 
practices

• 34.7% due to insufficient excavation practices



Damage Prevention Report Card

Metric for Weld County

UNCC Headquarters
16361 Table Mt. Pkwy, Golden, CO

Common Ground Alliance (CGA)
Stakeholder participation

One-Call, Excavators, Facility Owners & Operators, 
Railroads, Regulators, Contract Locators

Best Practices
Facility Owners & Operators
Planning & Design 
One Call 
Locating & Marking 
Excavation
www.commongroudalliance.com

Weld County Damage Prevention Council

•Date:2nd Thursday of Every Month
•Time:10:00 AM
•Location:1200 11th Avenue
•Greeley, CO
•Contact:Russ Hartley
•970-539-2875

Q&A

QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.


